U.S. Department of Education
2014 National Blue Ribbon Schools Program

[ 1 Public or [X] Non-public

For Public Schools only{Check all that apply) [] Title | [] Charter [Nlagnet [] Choice

Name of Principal Mrs. Mary Ellyn Billmeyer
(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., etc.) (Asshould appear in the official records)
Official School Name St. John the Evangelist School
(As it should appear in the official records)

School Mailing Address 513 Parkside Circle
(If address is P.O. Box, also include street addyes

City Streamwoo State IL Zip Code+4 (9 digits tota60107-164<
County__ Cook State School Code Numb_14-01€-292X
Telephone63(-28S-304( Fax_630-289-3026

Web site/URL__http://www.mystjohns.org/schc E-mail _mbillmeyer@mystjohns.o

Twitter Handle Facebook Page Google+

YouTube/URL Blog Other Social Media Link

| have reviewed the information in this applicatiarcluding the eligibility requirements on pagéFart |-
Eligibility Certification), and certify that it isccurate.

Date

(Principal’s Signature)

Name of SuperintenderSr. Mary Paul McCaughey, O
(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr.,

E-mail: mmccaughey@archchicago.org

Other)

District Name_Archdiocese of Chicago Tel. 312-7206
| have reviewed the information in this applicatiarcluding the eligibility requirements on pagéFart |-
Eligibility Certification), and certify that it isccurate.

Date

(Superintendent’s Signature)

Name of School Board
President/Chairperson Mrs. Allison Kanyuh
(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., Other)

I have reviewed the information in this applicatiarcluding the eligibility requirements on pagéFart |-
Eligibility Certification), and certify that it isccurate.

Date

(School Board President’s/Chairperson’s Signature)
*Non-public Schools: If the information requested is not applicable, write N/A in the space.
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PART |

— ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

Include this page in the school’s application as g 2.

The signatures on the first page of this applica(omver page) certify that each of the statemeelksw

concernin

g the school’s eligibility and compliarveigh U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil

Rights (OCR) requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

11.

The school configuration includes one or more afgs K-12. (Schools on the same campus
with one principal, even a K-12 school, must agsyan entire school.)

The school has made its Annual Measurable Objec{i®Os) or Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) each year for the past two years and haveenh identified by the state as “persistently
dangerous” within the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, a public school must ntele state’s AMOs or AYP requirements in
the 2013-2014 school year and be certified by taie sepresentative. Any status appeals must
be resolved at least two weeks before the awargsnoay for the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2008 and
each tested grade must have been part of the sidtdbe past three years.

The nominated school has not received the NatiBha Ribbon Schools awaid the past five
years: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, or 2013.

The nominated school has no history of testingyirtarities, nor have charges of irregularities
been brought against the school at the time of natiuin. The U.S. Department of Education
reserves the right to disqualify a school’s appiaraand/or rescind a school’s award if
irregularities are later discovered and provenheydtate.

The nominated school or district is not refusindi€@fof Civil Rights (OCR) access to
information necessary to investigate a civil rigtdsnplaint or to conduct a district-wide
compliance review.

The OCR has not issued a violation letter of figdito the school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes.
A violation letter of findings will not be consident outstanding if OCR has accepted a
corrective action plan from the district to remeidg violation.

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgisdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsi with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in
guestion; or if there are such findings, the statdistrict has corrected, or agreed to correet, th
findings.
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PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

All data are the most recent year available.

DISTRICT (Question 1 is not applicable to non-public schpols

1.

Number of schools in the district

(per district designation):

0 Elementsghiools (includes K-8)

_ 0 Middle/Junior higtheols
0 High schools
0 K-12 schools

0 TOTAL

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

2.

3.

4.

Category that best describes the area whesctiool is located:
[ ] Urban or large central city

[ 1 Suburban with characteristics typical of anamtarea

[X] Suburban

[1 Small city or town in a rural area

[] Rural

3 Number of years the principal has been irhieposition at this school.

Number of students as of October 1 enrollecah grade level or its equivalent in applying s¢hoo

NBRS 2014

Grade # of # of Females| Grade Total
Males

PreK 20 29 49
K 21 18 39
1 13 24 37
2 12 16 28
3 12 13 25
4 14 13 27
5 9 6 15
6 13 15 28
7 7 9 16
8 5 7 12
9 0 0 0
10 0 0 0
11 0 0 0
12 0 0 0

Total

Students 126 150 276
14IL107PV
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5. Racial/ethnic composition of  _ 0 % American Ind@nAlaska Native
the school: _ 23 % Asian
0 % Black or African American
6 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
64 % White
7 % Two or more races

100 % Total

(Only these seven standard categories should laetaseport the racial/ethnic composition of yocingol.
The Final Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting, @&®porting Racial and Ethnic Data to the U.S.
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for each
of the seven categories.)

6. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during t2 - 2013 year: 12%

This rate should be calculated using the grid beldWwe answer to (6) is the mobility rate.

Steps For Determining Mobility Rate Answer
(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2012 until the 1

end of the school year

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2012 until 33
the end of the 2012-2013 school year
(3) Total of all transferred students [sum @

="

rows (1) and (2)] 34
(4) Total number of students in the school as

276
of October 1
(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.123

divided by total students in row (4)
(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100 12

7. English Language Learners (ELL) in the schooll %
1 Total number ELL
Number of non-English languages represented;.. 3
Specify non-English languages: Polish, Spanisialcs

8. Students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:1 %

Total number students who qualify: _ 3

If this method is not an accurate estimate of #gregntage of students from low-income families, or
the school does not participate in the free andaed-priced school meals program, supply an aceurat
estimate and explain how the school calculatedestisnate.
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9. Students receiving special education services: 1 %

3 Total number of students served

Indicate below the number of students with disaegiaccording to conditions designated in the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do thadd additional categories.

0 Autism _0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness _ 0 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness _ 3 Specific Learning Disability

1 Emotional Disturbance __1 Speech or Language Immait

0 Hearing Impairment _ 0 Traumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation _ 0 Visual Impairment IncludBighdness
0 Multiple Disabilities _0 Developmentally Delayed

10. Use Full-Time Equivalents (FTEs), rounded tarast whole numeral, to indicate the number of

personnel in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff

Administrators 1

Classroom teachers 14

Resource teachers/specialists
e.g., reading, math, science, special
education, enrichment, technology,
art, music, physical education, etc.

Paraprofessionals 3

Student support personnel

e.g., guidance counselors, behavior
interventionists, mental/physical
health service providers,
psychologists, family engagement
liaisons, career/college attainment
coaches, etc.

11. Average student-classroom teacher ratio, thalhésntimber of students in the
school divided by the FTE of classroom teachegs, 22:1 22:1
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12. Show daily student attendance rates. Only sifflools need to supply yearly graduation rates.

Required Information 2012-2013| 2011-2012 2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009
Daily student attendance 97 97% 97% 97% 97%
High school graduation rate 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

13.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools)
Show percentages to indicate the post-secondanssthstudents who graduated in Spring 2013

Post-Secondary Status

Graduating class size 0
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 0%
Enrolled in a community college 0%
Enrolled in career/technical training program D%
Found employment 0%
Joined the military or other public service 0%
Other 0%

14. Indicate whether your school has previouslgire a National Blue Ribbon Schools award.
Yes No X

If yes, select the year in which your school reedithe award.
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PART Il - SUMMARY

St. John the Evangelist School is a Pre-K throughaade Catholic school located in the far-western
portion of Cook County in the Village of Streamwoadsuburb of Chicago. The immediate surrounding
neighborhood is a mixture of older, single-famibynies and newly developed living communities. The
school also serves several area Catholic parisla¢sio not have schools. The school building igédrs
old, is secure, and is regularly maintained. hasdicap accessible through a church/parish dffie

The mission of St. John the Evangelist School iseip our student body reach their highest poteatia
Catholic Christians by guiding them to develop rEfioimed conscience. The teachers instill a sense of
Catholic identity, values, and morals through theistry of stewardship, and through participatioml a
leadership in religious, civic and social commuastiAll full-time teachers are Roman Catholics windel
Christian values and teach Religion on a dailysadiey also collaborate with the parish Religious
Education and Sacramental directors for sacrampreglaration. All-school Masses are held weeklg, an
the Pastor and Parish Associate Priest are higsilyle in the school.

St. John the Evangelist students are taught taloalate, work in teams, and use a variety of ress,r
tools, and media to help them become analyticalrasgonsible citizens. Opportunities are proviaed t
teach them about the rich cultural, racial, religicand economic diversity of our larger commuaitg
world. The students are challenged to accept ressipiity for themselves and their actions. The teas
offer the best educational opportunities for egaldent through interdisciplinary teaching, and tiylo
application of cognitive research and differentigitestructional strategies and interventions. Ushe
Response to Intervention (Rtl) framework, a unigksgreening tool (MAP testing) is used three timash
year to monitor students’ growth in Reading andiM&t. John the Evangelist School has also been
identified as a Center for Inclusive Educationhia Archdiocese of Chicago, offering after-schoathing
support programs for school and area students.

Eighth grade students gifted in math are enrole8ldvanced Algebra, and Kindergarten through 8ttdgr
students are enrolled in Spanish. The school cealfinmeets or exceeds the educational requirenoénts
the State of lllinois and the Archdiocese of Chmag

St. John the Evangelist School has a current eneall of approximately 276 students, 94% of whiah ar
Roman Catholics. Most of the students are Caucas@amever approximately one-third of the populati®n
diverse, with predominately Asian, Polish, and ldisp backgrounds. There are a variety of economic
backgrounds in the communities served. In the @&stlohn the Evangelist has operated as a traditio
one-class-per-grade school. However, with the leshde of a new pastor, a strong parish businesagean
a new principal, and effective marketing strategeesollment has increased by 34% over the pasethr
years. St. John the Evangelist School was recogrigean exemplary example of enrollment turnaronnd
the Archdiocese of Chicago Board of Catholic Scho8trategic Plan for Catholic Schools 2013-2016.
There has been a curriculum refocus on Common State Standards and STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math), with special focus on ecplagd stewardship of the earth. The school building
now accommodates three preschool classrooms, tvdeidarten classrooms, two 1st grade classroords, an
one classroom per grades 2 through 8.Enrollmentisrare steadily increasing, with preschool coastht

at or above capacity, with a waiting list. Furthers primary grades are always at or near capadtfity

the availability of a common area, the school bnogcas the potential for classroom expansion Q22 a
mobile, middle school annex was constructed to idiately increase classroom space.

Since the local public school district does notéehtunding to bus non-public school children, Shrithe
Evangelist School offers a Before and After Schoate program for children in Pre-K through 8th graol
accommodate family work schedules. This programviges a cost-effective, safe, structured envirortmen
on the school campus, offering before school @ @:éh. and after school until 5:30 p.m. The progimm
used by about 40% of the school families.

The school is governed by the St. John the Evasigetihool Board, which meets monthly. They are
responsible for financial matters, fundraising, keting, the Sports Program, the family Involvement
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Program, and development of long range planningy®ie currently focusing on strengthening strategi
planning, marketing, and scholarship funding. T¢teosl is also supported by the St. John the Evistgel
PTC (Parent Teacher Club) and Athletic Board.

St. John the Evangelist School has previously aggtir Blue Ribbon recognition, but has yet to be

awarded Blue Ribbon. Through a concerted staffrgfferra Nova scores in Grades 3, 5, and 7 haea ris
and have met the criteria to be recognized as lraimiged in the top 15% of the nation.
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PART IV — INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS

1. Assessment Results:

Assessment Results a): Academic excellence ablsh.the Evangelist School is reflected in the rtssof
standardized achievement tests administered iniMafreach school year to all 3rd, 5th, and 7th grad
students, as well as through the results of trietretiministered MAP testing of all students andhigé
school placement tests for graduating 8th grad#estis. Using the TerraNova, 3rd Edition standadlize
battery of tests in Grades 3, 5, and 7, publishe@TB-McGraw Hill, assures that the testing aligvith

the Archdiocese curricula and lllinois State StaddaThe TerraNova Reading Test measures objedtives
basic and higher-order thinking skills essentialdfiective communication — understanding and anaty
text, evaluating and extending meaning, and idgntifand applying reading strategies. The Mathergati
Test measures a student’s ability to reason mattieaitg and solve real life problems, including nerical
relations; computation and estimation; measurengeumetry and spatial sense; data analysis (&tatestd
probability); patterns, functions, and algebra;pgbean-solving and reasoning skills; and communicatio

In addition, all 3rd, 5th, and 7th grade studen¢saaiministered the InView Test, a cognitive aietittest
that, teamed with the TerraNova, 3rd Edition, measgkills and abilities that are important fordaaic
success, including verbal reasoning, sequenciraipgies, and quantitative reasoning. The InViewtests
measure a student's understanding of verbal caaamd their ability to analyze and comprehend
relationships among verbal and nonverbal stimali anong quantitative concepts. Recently revided, t
content coverage of the Terra Nova, 3rd Editiobwes modified to reflect changes in national etiooa
standards and to meet NCLB requirements. Studshhtems are based on a nationally representative

group.

Test data in this application is reported usingRbecentile Ranks. Overall, St. John the Evang8tisibol
students consistently perform above average iniRgaohd Math when compared to national norms.

Assessment Results b): Over the past five yeatestihg, the 3rd grade Reading scores have bean at
above the national mean scores. The 5th grademni#ecReading scores decreased in 2012-2013; haweve
they were above the 85th percentile. The 7th gpedeentile Reading scores have been consistendlyeab
the national mean scores during the reporting dewndth the most significant gain in 2011-2012, duade
continued above the 85th percentile in 2012-2013.

As the students progress in their learning, thearall Reading scores have also increased. Thibean
attributed to an increased focus on reading skillsach level: primary, intermediate, and middieost. A
strong reading foundation begins at the primarglleith the use of Super Kids, a comprehensives cor
reading program from the Rowland Reading Founddhahis completely aligned with the Common Core
State Standards. ( See 2a).Teachers in the inteateehd middle school also implement researchebase
strategies to develop the reading abilities indluglents. Using the results of the TerraNova tstisthe
MAP tests each trimester, teachers can specifigally their Reading instruction to reinforce skills

Reading skills have also been reinforced acrossuhéculum, especially in the content areas. Intent-
area reading instruction, the teachers have focosddaching the students to interpret and coristruc
meaning before, during, and after reading by utieg prior knowledge and the skills and strategies
developed during early reading instruction. Morgpgtudents are taught to use word identification
strategies (e.g., structural analysis, syllabicgtto decode unfamiliar multisyllabic words and ot clues
to figure out the meaning of technical terms. Bydelong content-area reading in Science and Social
Studies at the Middle School levels, students ead eand comprehend expository text, which includes
multisyllabic technical words, various expositogxtstructures (e.g., cause/effect, compare/cahnteasd
concepts and facts, and can demonstrate their lenlgelof subject matter content.

Math scores for the 3rd graders have remainedpt@aidcreased, and are above the 85th percentile i
2012-2013. Math scores for 5th graders also ineagkasice 2008-2009, with the most significant gaithe
2012-2013 scores which were significantly highemntthe 85th percentile. The percentile scorestfor 7
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Grade Math were also significant and above the Béthentile in the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 reports.

The TerraNova Math scores have consistently beenaitove the 85th percentile over the past fivaye
This can be attributed to an all school focus amfoecing learned skills through the daily Simplel@&ions
program. The dramatic increase of the 7th gradeesaan be a result of an extended Middle SchoohMa
block between 2011 and 2013, and the incorporaticthe Simple Solutions Pre-Algebra and Algebra
programs.

Analyzing the test score trends for the past fiearg has also illustrated the broad range of leatykes
and the continued need for intervention and diffeated instruction in the school population. Thére St.
John the Evangelist School teaching staff has asee their background in Response to Intervenibi (
strategies and, through the use of MAP Testingtees and track students’ progress, teachers are
differentiating instruction to meet the needs affestudent.

2. Using Assessment Results:

March TerraNova test results are received in Magawh school year. They are cooperatively analgned
reviewed by the teachers and administration to el@nce classroom instruction and improve student
achievement. The TerraNova test results help tkstudent performance on an individual and classsb
The InView results provide anticipated achievensmatres that are compared with that of other stgdeint
the same age, grade, and cognitive ability. Theselts help the teachers and principal identifastaat
needed to be addressed in our curriculum so tlegtdan plan effective educational programs andescre
students for placement in special programs suddaanced Algebra. InView results also help identify
students who need further testing and diagnosetttify learning disabilities. Remedial instructits
planned as needed, and may include summer tutantsghool re-teaching support, after school leagni
support, and full case study referral to the Igeddlic school, if needed. When needed an ICEP iddal
Catholic Educational Plan), modeled on the IERisisd as a learning plan to support a student’giabiby
identifying a student's needs, and defining accodations and interventions.

At the beginning of each school year, teachersretihe assessment results for their incoming clastsg
the high-mastery, partial-mastery, and low-masséngent groupings for each objective, and any
developing patterns. In this way, each class auitrio can be tailored to the needs of the spediident
population. Patterns of strengths, as well as dogdsiprovement across grade levels and schookwid
student population, are used in planning new auiwin, strengthening existing curriculum, and evahga
new textbooks. Testing results are also used byethehers to plan for Middle School math placemamd,
scope and sequence of Math curriculum.

Testing results are also used to plan annual goelgprofessional development opportunities. Thesésg
and plans may be teacher- or team-directed, orbealirected towards the entire teaching staffetrent
years, in-service training has focused on difféated instruction, Response to Intervention (Rtitegies,
Common Core, and integrating technology and prdjased learning into the curriculum.

Embedded in the educational philosophy of St. XblrEvangelist School is the understanding that the
parents and teachers are partners in the edudapimtass. Testing results are shared as sooregsith
received by the school. Individual student reparesmailed to the parents of 3rd, 5th, and 7theyrad
students at the beginning of May each year, accoiegdy a letter from the principal explaining the
reports and sharing an overview of the assessna¢at Barents are invited to discuss their childgess
with each teacher. In addition, a summary of tlallmational averages is sent to each school faiuilg is
posted on the school website. The principal alsesgmts the testing results to the School Boareatiay
meeting. The School Board reviews and evaluatesettresults with the principal, and uses
recommendations from the faculty to ensure thatlifugpnfor appropriate and needed resources is iedim
the school’s budget.
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3. Sharing Lessons Learned:

Composite test results are reported to the Suedent of Catholic Schools for the Archdiocese of
Chicago, where they are collected and comparedhoads within the system. Using these results, slsho
all over the Archdiocese can share their successtbest practices, and the Curriculum staff aCtfiee

of Catholic Schools can work to strengthen the Aiebesan curriculum as needed. School administrator
attend annual meetings to evaluate and discussgestults. The Archdiocese is divided into Vietes
based on location. At local Vicariate meetings,fhacipal shares our testing results with otheaar
Catholic schools, and the Vicariate principals wimggether to plan local, Archdiocesan-funded woosh
to address academic weaknesses and challenge®ffiteof Catholic Schools also plans annual tegstin
meetings to announce testing updates, and todtaihto interpret test data and determine results.

The School Board Marketing Committee uses the caitgtesting results to market St. John the Evasigel
School to prospective parents, local organizatiand, members of the Parish and local community who
have a vested interest in the school. A schooltamis updated each year, and pertinent school
announcements are spotlighted in the weekly chibndletins and the local newspaper. The school vebsi
highlights the strong curricular areas of the sthblee current and past TerraNova scores are always
available in the office for review, if requested.

The testing results are also featured through appmgrams throughout the school year, and arecesfy
highlighted at an annual Open House during Catt®&gitools Week in January. Visitors and prospective
school families are invited, through local med@attend a Mass celebration and Open House, and are
given personal tours of the school by the princgpad School Board.

Testing results are also shared with prospectigh sthools, as a supplement to the applicationegsofor
gifted and talented programs, and enrollment iroheglasses at the freshman level.

4. Engaging Families and Community:

St. John the Evangelist School has continued teldpa positive presence in the neighboring comtyuni
and within the Chicago Archdiocese. Most recerttlg tecognition has been evident as the school
enrollment has increased to an all-time high. Tdh®el name is more familiar and more recognizeithén
surrounding suburban areas.

As administrator, the principal meets bi-annuallthwhe Streamwood Village President and police
department to discuss community concerns and tog@mthe learning programs and ministry projedie S
also meets with local business associates to pepatnerships and fundraising programs. Teachers,
parents, and Parish staff provide press releaskplaotos to local newspapers, highlighting the estas!
academic achievements and their participation @tispp projects.

The Art teacher works with area libraries and comityubusinesses to display student art severalsime
each year. The middle school teachers support nggelationships with the local VFW and Knights of
Columbus organizations through civic and religiauging contests, and art contests. They also ptemo
Middle School volunteer service projects such adRdy Starving Children, a non-profit Christian
organization committed to feeding malnourisheddrbih in 70 countries around the world, and funérais
to support charitable causes and disaster relgégts.

The Parent-Teacher Club (PTC) works to continuadtyvide positive family-oriented programs throughou
the school year, including movie and game nightsldié School dances, Santa’s Workshop, and special
holiday-themed activities. The Student Council potes service projects to serve the area community,
including the Hanover Township Food Pantry, ElgiisiS Center, and the local soup kitchen, as well a
national disaster relief projects.

During January of each year, St. John the Evardgtisool participates in Catholic Schools Week with
various activities that promote the school’s highdemic standards and Catholic identity. An Opeundéo
is conducted, and school families and potential faewilies are invited to tour the school.
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The Parish weekly bulletin frequently featuresghbool activities and highlights student achievenagil
ministry projects.
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PART V — CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

1. Curriculum:
Religion: See Additional Curriculum Area section

Language Arts: Reading, writing, listening, spegkiand thinking skills are integrated throughowt th
language arts curriculum. All grade levels teacdmngnar skills in isolation and within reading andting.
A computerized writing lab is used to develop forarad informal writing processes. Penmanship shilés
formally developed in grades K through 5.

Science: The science curriculum includes the avéphysical, life, and earth sciences. Studentstje
scientific inquiry, develop processing skills, dadrn to investigate in a scientific manner usicigrstific
models, virtual and quick labs, and dissectiongec@tized science units include a butterfly lifeleyunit is
2nd grade, and a middle school Invention Converdimh Science Fair. The SEEDS program is also
integrated across the Pre-K through 8th gradeauwmin to promote an understanding of the environtmen
and provide for hands-on, engaging experiencesl@vant ecological applications.

Social Studies: The themes of the primary Sociadli®s curriculum include family, home, and
communities. In the intermediate and middle sclgpaties, the curriculum focuses on lllinois andestat
history, American History, World History, civicspé government. The 7th and 8th grade classes ctanple
extensive US and lllinois Constitution units. Pobjbased learning activities, mock trials, DBQswiar in
the Classroom units, and civics are incorporatatiérmiddle school Social Studies curriculum.

Foreign Language: St. John the Evangelist Schanlegsmpliance with the program’s foreign language
requirements. All K through 8th grade studentsikechki-weekly Spanish instruction, including basic
vocabulary, conversational Spanish, grammar, aitthgyr Advanced vocabulary, conversational Spanish,
and Spanish culture and literature are also empécan the middle school grades.

Art: The art curriculum at St. John the Evangeishool encourages each student to express thisticart
talents through a wide range of projects and asjiand to experiment with a variety of artistiedia.
Students are also exposed to the historic perspesadf art styles and great masters.

Music: Through music instruction, students develomppreciation of music through singing, studying
contemporary and historical composers, and leado@sic music theory. Music instruction is also wexhv
into Scripture and worship, as students participatdoir, Christmas musicals, and all-school puaiituns.
Instrumental band and piano instruction are prayiae an elective through Band for Today.

Physical Education: Physical fitness is an impdreamponent of the physical education curriculum.
Although St. John the Evangelist School does net lraschool gymnasium, it has developed a partigersh
with the neighboring park district building to regm space for PE classes during the winter maatis
during inclement weather. The curriculum incorpesagxercise and fitness units, team sports, healthy
lifestyles and nutrition units, and sportsmanshibile respecting the physical and skill level diffieces
among students. Extracurricular sports are supgdntean Athletic Board.

Computer Skills and Technology: One of the mosstauittial areas of growth within the school over the
recent years has been in the area of technologynidin computer lab consists of 25 state-of-the-art
laptops, a laser printer, and a projector. Staffed Computer teacher and supported by an IT dgcthe
lab serves all students in Kindergarten throughgB#tde with one to two weekly class periods of cotap
instruction. Each classroom is also equipped withlevision, a DVD/VCR, and a computer workstatifn
three to five computers with Internet and schotivoek access. A projector, portable laptop, and
projector/laptop cart is available for use in G#lethrough 5. Grades 6 through 8 are equipped with
ceiling-mounted projectors and wall screens, apdrtable, 24-laptop lab that can be used througtieut
curriculum. The importance of technology is therfdation of the computer curriculum. The studentStat
John the Evangelist are taught keyboarding anchgoskills and the basic concepts of computer ojmersit
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and they gain practical experience through cregiegects and content driven assignments. Thewplame
taught responsible and safe use of the Internetddwhers use the Internet to access a vast ¢ofieuft
teaching resources, including primary source docusnagnd video clips. The publishers of many texkisoo
used in the curriculum also provide on-line compuasdor the teachers and the students.

2. Reading/English:

2a. (Elementary Schools) Reading: Reading inswoaind the processes of how children learn to head
long been the focus of educational research amaigi$on. It has also been the cornerstone of theiRg
and Language Arts curriculum at St. John the EMistdgchool. The entire teaching staff, from Préw&ul
to 8th grade, recognizes that reading must be ffliterequires motivation, and it is a life-longalaing
process. With this fundamental philosophy, the #aton of reading begins at the primary level wita
use of Super Kids, a comprehensive, core readiogram from the Rowland Reading Foundation that is
completely aligned with the Common Core state steagl Built on systematic phonics, Super Kids
balances the essential elements of reading wittingrispelling, and grammar.

At the intermediate level, students further developabulary and build comprehension skills throagh
comprehensive Reading curriculum that incorportitese-based reading selections, literacy centeds, a
skill building exercises. Guided reading strategiesused in small-group instructional settingegeent
comprehension and skill testing are used to mopitogress and identify strengths and weaknessas on
continuing basis.

The middle school Reading curriculum incorporatesaaing anthology text of contemporary and classic
multicultural literature selections, including pagrplays, stories, songs, letters, essays, biogspinyths
and folklore. Novel studies are also used to dgvbleracy skills such as plot, symbolism, thirdgmn
narrative, foreshadowing, inferencing, theme, dashback. Literature circles and Reader's Theatealao
used to engage students, and to address spetefacl skills.

To foster and promote independent reading and morgading comprehension, all St. John the Evasigeli
students use the Scholastic Reading Counts! saftpragram. The program allows students to choase fr
reading lists that cover a wide variety of topiosl @enres within their reading Lexile range. Thisgoam
also provides teachers with current, data-drivgonts to help monitor progress, and identify stislevho
struggle and need differentiated instruction anthiterventions. Reading for pleasure is also festeturing
a daily DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) time bldlstoughout the school.

3. Mathematics:

The framework of the math curriculum at St. JolmHEvangelist School aligns with the Illinois Leagi
Standards and addresses the Common Core Stataftsuhg teaching computation and problem solving
skills, estimation, data analysis, statistics, prabability. Students are taught to approach mastiead
problems in an organized manner, and to reasonghralternative solutions. Investigating, reasoning
visualizing, communicating mathematically and peniisolving skills are also taught.

Primary and intermediate students explore mathutfinaoncrete experiences, the use of manipulasinds
daily math activities, and through math centerag8pore Math strategies are incorporated in the
curriculum and Everyday Math, a research-basedranoghat is effective in developing mathematical
understanding and life skills, is also used. Nungsgise and number theory is developed using pkloe,v
decimals, and fractions. Manipulative and concned¢h experiences are integrated into the primady an
intermediate grades. Emphasis on recognizing addrstanding patterns, divergent thinking, and test
practice are used to develop math concepts.

Middle school students receive Pre-Algebra, Algebral Geometry instruction. Many 8th grade graduate
qualify for honors and AP Math classes in high ethStudents in Pre-Algebra are taught basic akgjebr
concepts and their applications to real-life situag. A Geometry unit is also taught. Advancedd@tde
Math students are offered an Algebra course thihgive them the foundation for advanced placenient
high school Math courses.
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The K through 8th grade Math curriculum is suppletad with Simple Solutions Common Core, a daily
Math program that aligns with the Common Core S&tendards at every grade level. The daily practice
reinforces key ideas, understandings, and skillseanphasizes a deeper learning of important coscept
While fewer topics are presented at each gradé, lineexpectation is that students will fully mexsand
retain these skills and concepts.

To help struggling students who are performing Wejoade level, a Before School Math Club is avddélab
to intermediate and middle school students to gthem basic skills.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

Religion:As a Catholic school, St. John the Evaistj8ichool provides continual opportunities fordstnts
to witness the presence of God through daily Retigilasses, service projects, all-school Masségrdical
calendar prayer services, and daily prayer ritlRddigion texts and supplemental resources areiated
and approved by the Archbishop’s office. Undergbpervision of the Parish Sacramental Directodestts
are prepared to receive the sacraments of Firstn@lorion, Reconciliation, and Confirmation.

Students also participate in a variety of servioe ministry projects that serve the local, natipaad
international population. The Student Council sposigrequent service projects, including donatikans
cancer foundations and donations to disaster reffefts in the US and abroad, most recently rgisiimost
$900 in one day for a Philippine Relief effort amaer $1,000 for a children’s cancer foundation. The
middle school students dedicate several days edndobyear working at a Chicagoland FMSC (Feed My
Starving Children) facility, packaging over 2,0f@{saving meals and collecting enough money td fee
many children in a worthy country for an entire iyea

Preschool: "A child’s brain develops more rapidiythe first 5 years of life than it ever does agémming
so many connections between the left and rightaidiee brain and essentially establishing its ligfiito
learn new information in the future. A child leftttvno stimulation or enriching playful experiencges
going to learn more poorly after the age of 5 thaiild who has been played with, talked to, resantd
stimulated on a regular basis. They need to intevdh toys, materials, books, multi-sensory expeces
and nature in order to develop real building bltmrkearning.”

www.theimaginationtree.com

The St. John the Evangelist preschool program dedwa full- and part-time 3-year old classroomaid-p
time 4-year old classroom, and a full-time 4-yddratassroom. This program began in 2010 as a #glda
program, and has contributed to the recent gromthé school.

The philosophy of the preschool program is to pfevéxperiences that promote each individual child’s
growth and well-being. It is our goal to equip tfeaingest learners with self-help and comminatialissk
social and emotional competence, and a positivadsaitity. Each child is respected and recogniaec
precious gift, regardless of gender, ability, cudilethnicity, or religious beliefs.

The objectives of the St. John the Evangelist Pi@slcare: to provide a Christian atmosphere that
encourages the spiritual, emotional, cognitive, pimgsical growth of each child; to stimulate expades
through discovery learning; to aid in the developtw# a positive self-image; and to encourage @hns
attitudes and respect of others.

The hallmark of the 3-year old preschool program c®@mmitment to a play-based curriculum, through a
loving and nurturing environment. This curriculusnain active and highly engaging way to learn. lpte
the child develop independence, and helps buifdestéem as children learn in interact with oth&sthe
year progresses, the 3-year old play becomes noonplex and more social. The children begin to fello
directions and cooperatively work to solve problems

Throughout the day, the 3-year old children areoegg to good literature, finger play, music, ang a
sensory experiences. Skills are developed thrduglise of games, fine and gross motor activitesgs,
introductory phonics, letter recognition, and eawlynber sense.
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The 4-year old program further develops the chifdéce in the community. Reading and Math skilks ar
introduced in an engaging and enjoyable manneugfrevhole-group activities and center opportunities
Children learn such skills as sorting, patternattyjbutes, numbers, comparisons, letters, and Ipdsinics.
The SuperKids Reading Program is introduced inaf-p&d preschool.

The full-time 4-year old program extends learniinget and includes a wide range of activities toaste
and reinforce the concepts and skills learnedérptirt-time morning program. Music, large-mototiski
and art are incorporated in the full-time preschgrogram.

5. Instructional Methods:

The teachers at St. John the Evangelist Schod usde variety of teaching methods and instructiona
strategies to promote and improve student learmingd,to ensure that each student has multiple
opportunities to learn and think critically. Whaesup and small-group direct instruction, coop&gati
learning groups, and flexible and heterogeneouspings are used to effectively present and review
material. Learning centers, listening centers, laadhcy centers are used in the primary gradegprdmote
critical thinking, higher-order learning, and mplé intelligences, teachers also use a variety of
manipulatives, games, Internet resources, hand@sydrindependent inquiry projects, and field trip
experiences to extend the learning environment.

An ongoing school goal is to address the needH Igfaainers by implementing differentiated instioogl
techniques and research-based interventions wheomate. An Intervention Team works in conjunatio
with the classroom teacher and principal to diseussrecommend instructional interventions, testing
monitoring methods, and remediation strategiestimggling learners.

Using the Response to Intervention (Rtl) framewarkniversal screening tool (MAP testing) is useed
times each year to monitor students’ growth in Readnd Math. An after school Homework Club is
available three days a week. In addition, SJE kas identified as a Center for Inclusive Educatitine
Archdiocese of Chicago, offering after-school léagrsupport programs for school and area students.
Student skills in Math and Reading are reinforeethe learning support programs. One of the 20113420
school goals is to increase critical thinking skit relation to the Common Core Standards in Repaind
Math. Teachers are using research-based stragaglesummative assessments to achieve this goal.
Teachers are also working in teams to addressnapieiment Common Core Standards. A new standards-
based report card will be used in the coming yeard,teachers are reviewing their curriculum and
assessment strategies to plan for the standardstbasessments.

6. Professional Development:

All full-time teachers at St. John the Evangelish&l maintain active teaching certification througe
State of lllinois. This means that each teachesyms professional growth opportunities that compti

the state recommendations and annual school gdaisugh the Archdiocese of Chicago, each full-time
teacher has access to $1,200 per year to use ®warfssional growth. In addition, the staff hesess to
professional development opportunities throughpthiglic school unit district, lllinois U-46. One-thi of

the teaching staff has one or more Master's degmeeseveral other teachers are pursuing coursework
towards an advanced degree. One teacher recectliyed her Master's degree as Reading Speciatidt, a
she coordinates and staffs the after-school legrsiipport program. The 6th grade teacher received a
second Master's degree in 2011 in Administratiott 8apervision, and obtained a Type 75 lllinois
Administration/Principal Certificate. He now senassAssistant Principal.

School goals for 2013-2014 are focused on the Cam@uare State Standards and the SEEDS curriculum.
Each teacher is focusing on increasing criticaikimg skills throughout their grade-level curricaiuUsing
research based strategies and professional devetapasources, teachers will determine successful
attainment of their goal(s) using baseline and sative measurements. In addition, ecology and
stewardship of the earth are imbedded throughe@uttinriculum.
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At times the entire staff attends a common worksloamplement a new teaching strategy or instruntio
intervention. Several years ago, the entire teacsiaff attended a two-day Project Criss (Creating
Independence through Student-Owned Strategies)sivopk which emphasized research-based strategies to
increase reading comprehension. Other common wopksipics include differentiated instruction,

Response to Intervention, guided reading, lite@@ters, Singapore Math, integrating technology int
curriculum, science themes, writing programs, anth@on Core strategies. Through affiliations witl th

US Department of Education and other governmeggheies, Constitutional workshops, project-based
learning workshops, and related travel expenses hagn awarded to the Social Studies teacher.

As Religion catechists, St. John the Evangelistiiees pursue and maintain Catechist Certificatwough
the Archdiocese of Chicago. Several times each yeaustaff attends Religion conferences and wanish
as well as religious retreats.

7. School Leadership

Mrs. Mary Ellyn Billmeyer has served as principaSt. John the Evangelist School for the past tlyesgs.
Mrs. Billmeyer is the faith leader as well as tbh@ol administrator. She is a role model for stusiemd
teachers. As administrator, she evaluates studdravior, supports and guides the teaching staff,
conferences with parents and students, and rouytmehitors arrival of the students. As faith leaddre
serves as Eucharistic Minister and reader at sdilaskes, and models and instills respect for fefitaif
and students.

Mrs. Billmeyer is an administrative member of theJ®hn the Evangelist School Board and plays &iveac
part in the Parent Teacher Club. She coordinatesosdunctions with parish functions through weekly
parish staff meetings, and she works with the @fG6t Catholic Schools through monthly leadership
meetings and related functions. She also maintapssitive relationship with the public school digt
obtaining grants and resource support for at-naetesats. Mrs. Billmeyer is highly visible in thehgml and
in the classroom. She frequently "walks-througlassfooms during instructional times, and monitecess
and lunch periods on a rotating basis.

Mrs. Billmeyer holds bi-monthly full-staff meetingand frequent team meetings to keep abreast eftday
day happenings, and to allow the staff to provigrit and feedback regarding school policy and
atmosphere. Several times each year, she fornmadlgrees each teacher and provides feedback orinigach
content, style, and classroom management. She rhakeslf available for staff questions and congerns
advises and mentors teachers on a continuing b&sispportive of parent-teacher relationships, and
respects each individual teacher's classroom space.

Mrs. Billmeyer acts as a liaison to the School Boahen funding is needed for resources. The 6ttiggra
teacher also serves as assistant principal, supgdfrs. Billmeyer as needed and acting in her@ldaring
her absence.

Over the past three years, Mrs. Billmeyer has dgpexl a marketing plan to increase student enrotlmen
With the addition of a preschool program and stile@ging St. John the Evangelist School from the
Superintendent of Catholic Schools as an exempgieaynple of enrollment turnaround in the Archdiocese
of Chicago.
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PART VI - NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL INFORMATION

The purpose of this addendum s to obtain additional information from non-public schools as noted below.

1. Non-public school association(s): Catholic

Identify the religious or independent associatidnany, to which the school belongs. Select the
primary association first.

2. Does the school have nonprofit, tax-exempt (503jrXtatus? Yes X No

3. What are the 2013-2014 tuition rates, by grade?r@onclude room, board, or fees.)

2013-2014 Tuition

Grade Amount

K $4494

1 $4494

2 $4494

3 $4494

4 $4494

5 $4494

6 $4494

7 $4494

8 $4494

9 $0

10 $0

11 $0

12 $0
4. What is the educational cost per student? _ $4731

(School budget divided by enroliment)

5. What is the average financial aid per student? _ $237
6. What percentage of the annual budget is devoted to 5%

scholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction?

7. What percentage of the student body receives
scholarship assistance, including tuition redun@io 6%
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: TerraNova, 3rd 2008

Grade: 3

Edition/Publication Year: 2013

Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

L

2009-20

L 2008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

78

73

72

69

80

Number of students tested

28

13

25

25

20

Percent of total students test

Pd00

100

100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: TerraNova, 3rd 2008

Grade: 5

Edition/Publication Year: 2013

Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

L

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

74

78

68

75

72

Number of students tested

25

19

23

21

26

Percent of total students tested00

100

100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: TerraNova, 3rd 2008

Grade: 7

Edition/Publication Year: 2013

Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

L

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

85

85

82

74

71

Number of students tested

13

19

20

14

20

Percent of total students tested00

100

100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: TerraNova, 3rd 2008

Grade: 3

Edition/Publication Year: 2013

Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

L

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

71

70

65

69

65

Number of students tested

28

13

25

25

20

Percent of total students tested00

100

100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: TerraNova, 3rd 2008

Grade: 5

Edition/Publication Year: 2013

Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

L

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

69

74

74

70

84

Number of students tested

25

19

23

21

26

Percent of total students tested00

100

100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: TerraNova, 3rd 2008

Grade: 7

Edition/Publication Year: 2013

Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

Scores are reported here asPercentiles

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

L

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

74

76

74

74

71

Number of students tested

13

19

20

14

20

Percent of total students tested00

100

100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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