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PART |

— ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

Include this page in the school’s application as g 2.

The signatures on the first page of this applica(omver page) certify that each of the statemeelksw

concernin

g the school’s eligibility and compliarveigh U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil

Rights (OCR) requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

11.

The school configuration includes one or more afgs K-12. (Schools on the same campus
with one principal, even a K-12 school, must agsyan entire school.)

The school has made its Annual Measurable Objec{i®Os) or Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) each year for the past two years and haveenh identified by the state as “persistently
dangerous” within the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, a public school must ntele state’s AMOs or AYP requirements in
the 2013-2014 school year and be certified by taie sepresentative. Any status appeals must
be resolved at least two weeks before the awargsnoay for the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2008 and
each tested grade must have been part of the sidtdbe past three years.

The nominated school has not received the NatiBha Ribbon Schools awaid the past five
years: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, or 2013.

The nominated school has no history of testingyirtarities, nor have charges of irregularities
been brought against the school at the time of natiuin. The U.S. Department of Education
reserves the right to disqualify a school’s appiaraand/or rescind a school’s award if
irregularities are later discovered and provenheydtate.

The nominated school or district is not refusindi€@fof Civil Rights (OCR) access to
information necessary to investigate a civil rigtdsnplaint or to conduct a district-wide
compliance review.

The OCR has not issued a violation letter of figdito the school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes.
A violation letter of findings will not be consident outstanding if OCR has accepted a
corrective action plan from the district to remeldg violation.

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsi with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in
guestion; or if there are such findings, the statdistrict has corrected, or agreed to correet, th
findings.
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PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

All data are the most recent year available.

DISTRICT (Question 1 is not applicable to non-public schpols

1.

Number of schools in the district

(per district designation):

0 Elementsghiools (includes K-8)

_ 0 Middle/Junior higtheols

0 High schools
0 K-12 schools

0 TOTAL

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

2.

3.

4.

Category that best describes the area whesctiool is located:

[ ] Urban or large central city
Suburban with characteristics typical of an ambarea

[X]
[1 Suburban

[1 Small city or town in a rural area

[] Rural

3 Number of years the principal has been irhieposition at this school.

Number of students as of October 1 enrollechah grade level or its equivalent in applying s¢hoo

NBRS 2014

Grade # of # of Females| Grade Total
Males

PreK 0 0 0
K 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
2 0 0 0
3 0 0 0
4 0 0 0
5 0 0 0
6 43 45 88
7 49 35 84
8 52 54 106
9 0 0 0
10 0 0 0
11 0 0 0
12 0 0 0

Total

Students 144 134 278
14GA152PV
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5. Racial/ethnic composition of 0 % American Ind@rAlaska Native

the school: ~1 % Asian
7 % Black or African American
0 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
90 % White
2 % Two or more races

100 % Total

(Only these seven standard categories should laetaseport the racial/ethnic composition of yocingol.
The Final Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting, @&®porting Racial and Ethnic Data to the U.S.
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for each
of the seven categories.)

6. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during tlid2 - 2013 year: 6%

This rate should be calculated using the grid beldWwe answer to (6) is the mobility rate.

Steps For Determining Mobility Rate Answer
(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2012 until the 7

end of the school year
(2) Number of students who transferred

from the school after October 1, 2012 until 9
the end of the 2012-2013 school year
(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of 16

rows (1) and (2)]
(4) Total number of students in the school as 266
of October 1

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.060
divided by total students in row (4) '

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100 6

7. English Language Learners (ELL) in the school0 %
0 Total number ELL

Number of non-English languages represented.. 0
Specify non-English languages:
8. Students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:0 %

Total number students who qualify: _ 0

If this method is not an accurate estimate of #gregntage of students from low-income families, or
the school does not participate in the free andaed-priced school meals program, supply an aceurat
estimate and explain how the school calculatedestisnate.
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9. Students receiving special education services: 0 %

0 Total number of students served

Indicate below the number of students with disaegiaccording to conditions designated in the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do thadd additional categories.

0 Autism 2 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 15 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 12 Specific Learning Disability

3 Emotional Disturbance 3 Speech or Languageaiment

1 Hearing Impairment 0 Traumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 3 Visual Impairment InchgiBlindness
1 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delaye

10. Use Full-Time Equivalents (FTEs), rounded tarast whole numeral, to indicate the number of

personnel in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff

Administrators 2

Classroom teachers 13

Resource teachers/specialists
e.g., reading, math, science, special
education, enrichment, technology,
art, music, physical education, etc.

Paraprofessionals 0

Student support personnel

e.g., guidance counselors, behavior
interventionists, mental/physical
health service providers,
psychologists, family engagement
liaisons, career/college attainment
coaches, etc.

11. Average student-classroom teacher ratio, thalhésntimber of students in the
school divided by the FTE of classroom teachegs, 22:1 21:1
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12. Show daily student attendance rates. Only sifflools need to supply yearly graduation rates.

Required Information 2012-2013| 2011-2012 2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009
Daily student attendance 97% 97% 97% 97% 97%
High school graduation rate 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

13.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools)
Show percentages to indicate the post-secondanssthstudents who graduated in Spring 2013

Post-Secondary Status

Graduating class size 0
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 0%
Enrolled in a community college 0%
Enrolled in career/technical training program D%
Found employment 0%
Joined the military or other public service 0%
Other 0%

14. Indicate whether your school has previouslgire a National Blue Ribbon Schools award.
Yes No X

If yes, select the year in which your school reedithe award.
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PART Il - SUMMARY

Savannah Christian Preparatory School (SCPS)llgibpened its doors in 1951, founded by the late
Reverend George Akins. Today, the school is a SA€$edited, non-denominational, college preparatory
Christian school in Savannah, Georgia, serving 288ents from pre kindergarten to twelfth graddvem
campuses.Attracting students from nine surroundoumties, including the border state of South Gaaol
Savannah Christian Middle School (MS) stands cobachito work with families, the local church, ané th
surrounding community in educating students hoapaly biblical principles with practical everyday
challenges that life presents. Increasing finarailopportunities coupled with the middle schotdation

in a multiracial low socioeconomic neighborhood éassulted in attracting a more diversified student
population.

Savannah Christian MS enrolls students in gradethsbugh eight.Serving as the "hinge" between the
lower and upper schools, the middle school workgetitly with the other divisions in fulfilling th&€CPS
vision: “Developing the whole person to the glofyGod".This vision is reflected in classroom instian
where students take an active role in their edacatirough self-discovery as well as a plethoratbér
strategies that keep them actively engaged inetéuning process.

Savannah Christian MS employs a total of 29 edusakmrty-five percent of the faculty holds advahce
degrees.Teachers collaborate both formally andrnmditly during faculty meetings, teacher in-servieg's
and other staff development opportunities to enédheir professional skills and to facilitate llfag
learning.

Administration works closely with faculty to ensubat the common core standards are integratedhsto
school across the disciplines. Challenges areaicepio move beyond the common core with additiagat
particularly designed to prepare students for adedrrollege level studies. For those students sptial
needs, a Learning Support Program is availablear8@h Christian MS provides Foreign Language
beginning in sixth grade. More than 20 percentigiitan graders enroll in high school Spanish.

In the language arts program as well as the ectinéculum, a strong emphasis is placed upon thigngr
process. Higher order reasoning skills with a pr@nce in spiraling concepts describes the mathesnati
curriculum. Inquiry based learning is found withire science classrooms. The history departmenséscu
on American History while exposing students to m&jorld events. Students choose quarterly electives
such as art, band, Spanish, Latin, computer skitschorus. Accordingly, students are given oppitas
in an environmental elective class during the sttag.A school garden is maintained by these stisden
who also assist in a recycling program of paperauachinum cans.Bible and physical education classes
carry with them multiple course requirements thgpert the school’s vision.

Savannah Christian MS offers one of the most intieealective offerings in the United States witle t
"Initiative Program".Designed with the intent t@wirase quality family time, the Initiative progrésn
extremely popular with students and parents. THidhg Initiative Program, experts in fine arts and
athletics from the community provide services d#lptudents to earn elective credits. Students who
choose Initiative Classes enjoy the benefit ofrighessons such as piano, ceramics, voice, bassbatler
and illustration that are built into the school dather than taking similar lessons after schobis Bllows
more time in the evening to spend with family aimel dpportunity to begin homework from a college
preparatory middle school where rigor and qualiorknare a requirement for all. Typically, over thir
percent of students participate in Initiative cessach marking period.A second unique electivgraro
that Savannah Christian MS has adopted into itsoclwum is the Cross Fit for Kids physical educatio
class. The school proudly has taken the challemgeamote a healthier lifestyle for all studentlisT
approach to physical development replaces thetimadl paradigm of competition based lessons thus
helping all students feel more successful in pfajsducation.

The school’'s advisory program provides studenth titth adult and peer support.A Peer Helper progsam
overseen by the Guidance Counselor. This prograltowees new students as they begin the school
year.During the summer months, “Peer Helpers” asggaed to new students to help ease the transtian
new school. They make personal phone calls, ansggriestions or concerns, meet at the Skating Party
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prior to the first day of school and become a faanflace and friend.Guidance counseling is in pkaog
actively tackles the issues that today’'s young [gefgee including students’ academic, personal and
spiritual development. Students attend weekly chape assembly programs allowing them the oppartuni
to hear speakers from the community such as thalBRdhcDonald House, Humane Society, Relay for Life
(fighting cancer) and America’s Second Harvest HesgShelter.
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PART IV — INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS

1. Assessment Results:

a)The Stanford Achievement Test has been the pyigearly standardized assessment tool used in grade
6th, 7th, and 8th at Savannah Christian MS for@&ry. The 10th Edition of the Stanford has been used
since 2003.An analysis of assessment results begydst five years shows the continued acadenaiogtty

of students and the high academic classroom stasdéthe school.

A close analysis of the 2012-2013 Stanford scaresals consistently high proficiency at each l@fel
testing in both reading and math, with significaiméngths in Total Math Mean Scaled Scores atratle
levels. The school’s overall Mean Scaled Math Ssarere all above 700 and ranged from 702 (6th grade
to 726 (7th grade) over a five year period. Thegfttde demonstrated the highest level of profigiezach
year and had the highest overall Mean Scaled MetineS ranging from 720 to 726. 6th grade scorege@n
from 702 to 707 while 8th grade scores ranged framto 725 and showed a steady increase between
2008/09 through 2012/13.

Total Reading Mean Scaled Scores also reflectehdemic strength of the school with a significant
proficiency demonstrated at the 8th grade leveh Wlean Scaled Scores consistently at or above7th6.
grade scored above 700 in three of the five yeaail/aed and 699 in the other two, showing streagith
consistency.6th grade scores show a four poineass from 2011/2012 to 2012/2013 from 690 to 694.A
longitudinal analysis shows a steady increaseonescacross grade levels as students progresgthrou
middle school, with 6th grade scores forming basees of 690-695, and 7th and 8th grade scoresctifty
growth at each level (699-706 in 7th and 706-71tl).

b)Consistent strength in math at all grade levaistme attributed to the Accelerated Math Progranhhlls
45 to 50% of our student body into more challengiradh classes on a yearly basis. Highly trained,
experienced math teachers guide students througbraus math curriculum at both the acceleratedl an
on-grade levels. The Saxon Math curriculum, whigetitiously drills concepts within the frameworfkao
hands-on approach, is used in 6th and 7th gradeshErs specifically trained in the Saxon Math
curriculum use curriculum mapping as a tool to emsusmooth yearly transition for students. 8tldgra
offers three levels of math to meet the needsunfestts with emphasis on bridging the Saxon incréahen
developmental program with the structure of highost Algebra | and Geometry. Students identified as
needing remediation are provided onsite math heip & teacher with over 30 years of experiencehiagc
middle school math.

As for English/LAS, scores remain strong and cdasisbut growth can be attributed to the starhef@th
grade Academy, an in-house classroom structurgiegito reduce the number of class changes allowing
for more class-time.In the Academy, English anddLege Arts were paired and students received two
consecutive 45 minute class periods five days &wlegoted to reading comprehension, English
composition, and grammar.

One trend in scores seen over the five year pésitdte consistency in which 7th graders qualify for
participation in Duke University’s 7th grade Taldaéntification Program.On average, 65% of 7th grad
qualify to participate in this prestigious program2012/13, Savannah Christian had 79 of 102 7ddeys
gualify to participate.That's 77% of the class.

Because Savannah Christian students continue ttaimahigh proficiency as evidenced through
standardized test scores, attention can be plateth&ing academic adjustments rather than academic
overhauls. For example, one trend in the scorastudients with diagnosed reading disabilities reagkal
students scoring significantly below that of thb@a average. To address this discrepancy, thenirear
Support Center was added to the elective offer8tgglents in Learning Support meet daily with a lyigh
gualified special needs teacher who works to teaeldemic strategies based upon recommendatiohs in t
students’ educational psychological. The prograin its infancy, but already great strides are sad¢he
classroom as well as in standardized test scores.
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Several students with diagnosed learning differenested alternatively in 2012/2013:three 6th gimde
seven 7th graders (six in Math), and one 8th gradher alternatively tested in Math and Reading.These
students had documented learning differences atidgan small groups was recommended in their
educational psychological reports.Grade levels weparated and tested in small groups where exdende
time could be given if needed. Not all studentgdube extended time accommodation. Not all studeiits
learning differences chose to test in small groivemy chose to remain in the classroom. Becausagf
all scores were included in the overall Mean Sc8eores of the school and can be found on thetsesul
summary sheet.In looking at the scores of 6th gsagho tested alternatively in math, their aversgre
was equal to the average score of the 6th grads.8lianilarly, 7th graders scored only 8 scaledtgoin
below the class average and still scored strongby@ the 700 mark. In total reading, the 7th gradeored
only 9 points below the class average with 6th gradcoring only 10 points below.In years prioe, th
discrepancy in score between students with leamtiifigrences and those without, was much greatersac
grade levels.

2. Using Assessment Results:

Savannah Christian MS administration and staff istestly utilize nationally-normed assessment itssul
from the Stanford Achievement Test 10 (SAT10) injoaction with yearly, in-school assessment tests t
better understand student performance and workrtbimareasing student achievement.In addition, the
Orleans Hanna Algebra Prognostic Test is usedlmitientify 7th grade students who are ready for
Algebra | in the 8th grade.

In targeting students who are ready for rigor beittre College Prep classes, quarterly and yearly
assessment results such as quarterly grades, stemedbtest scores from the SAT10, results from the
Orleans Hanna Algebra Prognostic Test (for mathesteent), and end-of-year accelerated placemenst test
are used to determine placement in AcceleratedHamars classes. Students are given accelerated
placement opportunities beginning in the 6th gnaille Accelerated Math.These opportunities contiimue
the 7th and 8th grade with Accelerated Math, Ehgbsd Science, with the addition of Honors Algebra
and Honors Spanish | for high school credit in@tide.

Those students who score below the 50th percemtitbe SAT10 are monitored by the School Counselor
for intervention. If classroom performance as i&#e through quarterly benchmark assessments declin
students are provided necessary support to clgseagad increase achievement. When a student is
identified as needing support, the School Coungekxts with teachers and parents to devise the best
academic strategy for a student.

For our 7th graders, assessment results are usgddtification to participate in Duke Universitylalent
Identification Program, also known as Duke TIP.Tialdy, students must score in the 95 percentile or
above on a on a sub-section of nationally-normaddztrdized test, or the 90th percentile or abowe fo
Counselor Recommendation. On average, 65% of Sata@hristian MS 7th graders qualify for
participation in Duke TIP. In 2012/13, 77% of odih graders qualified to participate.

Standardized test scores are also utilized by S&aGhristian MS’s admission’s team to determirf@et
admissions for mission appropriate families.Stusleeeking admissions to Savannah Christian MSaake
portion of the SAT10 that includes Reading VocallReading Comprehension, Math Problem Solving,
and Math Procedures.Scores are compared to greslealerages for admissions and placement
purposes.This helps ensure students new to Sav&iwatian MS will be sufficiently challenged ariteir
academic needs can be met through our rigorouggluinm. Parents and students are able to access
academic progress through the school’s online goagdé&, Jupitergrades.com. Quarterly report cards go
home with students at the end of the first three mieek grading periods.Included in the final yeasport
card is a copy of each student’s standardizedsteses.Parents are encouraged to meet with thelscho
counselor for questions pertaining to individualnstardized test scores.In addition to Jupiter Gratie
school website contains information about schoblea@ment including media clips, curriculum, honalt
lists, and teacher contact information.Savannalis@dém MS publishes a yearly school profile forremt
and prospective families that clearly outlines dtadized test scores.
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3. Sharing Lessons Learned:

Savannah Christian MS faculty and students segk/#oback to the community and are found in a warie
of learning venues sharing successes, experieexasanging ideas, and collaborating with othersufa
attends conferences, professional development Wopss seminars and mission trips.

One Savannah Christian MS science teacher hadbooidfeed with a local university’s marine science
research team and published three articles in Therfsan Biology Teacher, Science Scope, and Current
the Journal of Marine Education.This distinguistesither continues to provide lectures for PK-12
Graduate Fellows on teaching methods.The Savanhasti@n MS Assistant Principal was recently
published in Cross fit Journal and Cross fit Kidaddzine sharing the benefits of Savannah Chrisiais
new Cross Fit Program.

Each year, teachers and staff are encouragecetudgtofessional conferences that include the Gaorg
School Counselor Association’s annual confereramhriology conferences, College Board workshops, and
others. Teachers take faith-based mission trigsvaay of putting their faith into action and tridging a
Christian example to their students. In 2012/2@8 environmental studies group turned middle skchoo
campus green by sharing with faculty, staff, steslemd parents, the importance of being good stésaair

the earth.

With the advent of the Learning Support ProgramR},SSavannah Christian MS was asked by a local
school to share the tenets of the school’s progidma.LSP was established at the middle school in
2011/2012 after extensive research, planning altabowation with established learning programs ssro
Southeast Georgia. Its purpose is to better meatelrds of students diagnosed with specific legrnin
differences.Savannah Christian MS'’s Learning Sflistiand Counselor shared the experience of bigldin
this program by meeting with a team of teachemafaoneighboring k-8 school.Savannah Christian MS
collaborated to assist this school establish tneim LSP.

In educating students to be active participanteaming, students also attend conferences, lelsigers
workshops, and volunteer throughout the commurtiiglénts attend the BETA Convention, a service and
leadership organization, and share their schoam@sipce with other students.Savannah Christian & a
has students on the Savannah Youth Council, ajoitgrnment organization that encourages middleacho
students to work together to help the city’s yolatin.the past three years students have serve@sislgmt
and other leadership roles.

4. Engaging Families and Community:

Savannah Christian MS has a long, successful kigtarorking with family and community members for
student success and school improvement.In addii@pen Houses that encourage families to meet
teachers and learn the multitude of opportunitielsecome involved, the school has many other giegeo
engage families.New students are invited to a gap&lgw Student Orientation prior to the beginnifighe
school year to become acquainted with teachersdheol counselor, and locations, and locker
combinations.Peer Helpers assist with questionsstand host a skating party to engage all newestsdn

a casual, social manner.Quarterly Family Days alé Wwhere families come to enjoy lunch with student
and meet other parents. Grade level Town Hall mgstintroduce parents to upcoming changes andgeovi
additional information as needed. The school a&dn abundant parent volunteer base that sugperts
Parent Teacher Fellowship, as well as other greuphk as the Booster and Band Clubs.Parents wistiart
talents are encouraged to share their gifts byhtegalasses during a special Arts Blitz week.Aasdhwide
Super Saturday event not only engages parentdasteers, but also is an entertaining way for fasito
spend a day enjoying a carnival atmosphere andcaiyserformances.The school strongly encourages the
role of the family as it relates to the successauh child.

Savannah Christian MS works with community memibets in school and through out-reach
programs.Weekly Chapel programs frequently inv@a®annah’s large military population.Inspirational
speakers can be heard on September 11th, Vet@ag,sand throughout the school year. Speakers range
from injured military heroes to former POWSs. Stuideniten ask questions and interact with thesekgrsa
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In addition, an annual Science Week brings aremntists and expert educators to the campus toréspi
students and enrich existing science programs. IReatsearch information and activities are pdad by
associations like NOAA, The National Weather Sexyend NASA. Students frequently reach out to the
community as well.They serve annually on the Maydfouth Council and compete for the Daughters of
the Revolution awards.The Chorus performs for SeRitizens groups and at Hunter Army Airfield.Beta
Club members volunteer throughout the communitylates such as the Humane Society, churches, youth
athletic leagues, and summer camps.
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PART V — CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

1. Curriculum:

At Savannah Christian MS, curriculum begins by gshre national common core standards as a
foundation.However, due to the advanced collegparedory track, the curriculum reaches beyond the
scope and sequence as outlined from the commorstamdards.Curriculum mapping, staff development,
and teacher collaboration ensure that studentseaetving advanced learning opportunities.

The middle grades Math department relies heaviltherphilosophy of a spiraling curriculum. Concepts
taught at each grade level build daily upon ondfarovhile revisiting key components throughoutykbar,
ensuring retention of subject matter.Acceleratethrotasses are offered at each grade challengigists
to learn at a swifter pace.Students who have Emified as ready for the challenge of Algebreel given
this opportunity in eighth grade. These studergsive daily lessons from a high school math teaulir
the opportunity for high school credit.This alseeg them the affordability of a personal connectudti
the high school.

A unique approach to language arts requires allestis take two separate classes in English: one
concentrating on grammar, vocabulary, and composéind the other on language arts studies, focusing
literary analysis and terminology. The school saekmprove writing skills by requiring written nesnses
to literature, developing an awareness of audiendegpurpose, and application of grammatical guiésliA
variety of literary offerings help students deepesding comprehension, heighten literary appresiatnd
enhance decoding and word study skills.These ictigeaclasses allow students to become betteremritt
and oral communicators and often incorporate ap@at@ptechnology to increase research sources eakl p
student interest.Accelerated classes are offersevanth and eighth grades.

Together with the History department, studentscaedlenged with writing assignments based on aesign
historical novels that fuse the two subject aregsther. History classes are designed with wodtbhy
being taught in grade six. In seventh and eighstdlgs, American History is taught in a two year seuo
provide additional quality instruction and depthota nation’s history.

The Science program at Savannah Christian MS iardig) challenging and entertaining.Science teachers
hold Master’s degrees which afford them additieidlls to better equip students with foundational
concepts built upon the scientific method and ingbased learning.Advanced courses are made alailab
in 7th and 8th grades for students who are actipetguing scientific fields of study in high schawoid
college.Students also experience the opportunitgdeive science instruction in same-sex classeshiEs
been found to be beneficial particularly for fensallmcreased motivation has been observed for a
significant number of females in science acrosdg@tavels. This research based curricular approach
presents a unique change of instruction for thdestts.

The Bible is an integral component of the schoaligiculum. Bible teachers bring scripture to ke
students are given real life applications fromdkep truths of God's Word.Students are requireithgltine
three years at the school to complete two bibldadised courses - Old Testament and Life of J@des.
other required course is the Cross Fit P. E. colindeclass emphasizes the physical wellness ofhid.
Building on the foundations of healthy living, ingttors relay daily lessons to students closelingwith
the school's mission.Competition is replaced witipkasis on personal achievement and goal setting.

Foreign language holds a place of importance irctlndculum.Spanish is offered to students in 6tt ath
grades with high school credit given to selectddgdaders.31% of 7th and 8th grade students el¢ake a
second language for the equivalent of 180 minutesveek for a full year.Savannah Christian MS is in
compliance with and exceeds the program’s foreagigliage requirements. Additionally, Latin is oftete
sixth grade students who wish to strengthen thrmiabulary skills.Other electives include the popula
Robotics class, Art, Computer Applications, I-PBdnd, Chorus and Journalism.The distinctive Initeat
classes such as soccer, baseball, piano, voicelingndrawing and ceramics are additional oppaties
taught by outside experts during the school day.
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2. Reading/English:

Savannah Christian MS’s unique approach to Enggisuage study sets it apart from all other pudohid
private schools in the area.The school requirestatients to take two separate classes in Engligh:
concentrating on grammar, vocabulary, and composéind the other on language arts studies, focusing
literary analysis and terminology. The language aldsses free the complementary English classes to
emphasize grammar study, formal composition wrjtargd SAT vocabulary knowledge and
skills.Savannah Christian MS offers acceleratediBmglasses for students who are able to movedadtar
pace.More challenging selections of literaturerassl, and students are instructed in writing estatdeal
with logic.Students who have not demonstrated gtreading comprehension or a good grasp of
grammatical and writing rules move at a slower paod the questions posed focus more on application
than analysis.Language arts teachers for all migides expose their students to a broad specfrum o
genres.Not only do students study novels, shoriestgpoems, and dramas, but also create works for
publication in regional contests and class cokgtiBoth seventh and eighth graders study Shakespea
the spring and enact scenes from plays such asoAd e It and A Midsummer Night's Dream.Eighth
graders prepare for special plays in an annual etitign, in which groups of five or six studentsitey
rehearse, and perform modern interpretations aiifys and Thisbe.

The English curriculum places a strong emphasigrammar.The only difference between grammar studied
in the accelerated and traditional classes is #ite por all students, a customary approach tottioly s
applied through written exercises and diagrammirmgamming helps students understand parts of bpeec
and sentence structure.By the end of seventh gafidgudents can recognize and diagram verbalsglkras
well as subordinate clauses.Writing rules are emsighd on all levels, and most student assessnmaitsle
short compositions which relate to rules beingistiat the time.

Finally, in an effort to encourage, promote, anslanel student initiative, independent projects are
encouraged. Students investigate and artisticafipond to literature and creative thinking. Examsple
include videos, musical performances, artistic {rags and murals, and poetry readings.Of greatest
importance, Language Arts and English teacher$melytmeet with students independently to ensuee th
student’s success.

3. Mathematics:

The building blocks of mathematics mastered in loared middle school make up the core curriculum
leading to success in high school and college.Ugiagommon core and the Georgia standards, théienid
school builds upon these goals and objectivesfasralation for learning. Students are encouraged to
master these skills and challenged to work at hitghels with emphasis on problem solving actigitieith
their peers.

Savannah Christian MS uses an incremental apptoavlathematics.Each skill in the building block, as
well as problem solving, is explored and practidadly. The Saxon Math series is implemented forsilkath
and seventh grades.With the absence of distraptatgres, presenting only a couple of skills pey,@and
homework that reviews all skills up to that pomtstudent is never allowed to “forget” a skill psly
taught.

Eighth graders are divided into three levels:

Pre-Algebra, using Passport Math (providing a leidgtween Saxon and the Algebra | test used by the
upper school, McDougal Littell's Algebra I)

Accelerated Algebra using Algebra Structure andhidet(a classic, traditional approach)

Honors Algebra | which teaches concepts so in dépéguires a graphing calculator

Pre-Algebra and Accelerated Algebra | studentsaleprepared for ninth grade Algebra |, spendirmsin
of their time on concepts and the basics of Algelsravell as critical thinking skills and analysiertérs
algebra students receive a high school unit focthese and are at ease with the graphing calculéey
are well-prepared for Algebra Il and Geometry.
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Adaptations are made at all grade levels for thedohieving students.Sixth graders may participatae
at no cost with XtraMath, a highly individualizetbgram.Students are required to pass all basic faats
in three seconds or less.Eighth graders use Khadekay, another free site, with videos on many
topics.Students with documented learning differermoay enroll in the Learning Support Program as an
elective, which offers a small number of studentdégaly qualified teacher.Math teachers are avéalétr
tutoring and use test analysis procedures to etealaich skills need extra practice for an entless,
small groups, or individuals.Opportunities for higthievers include accelerated classes as wetvasa
state-wide competitions.Sixth graders competeénGborgia Math League.Seventh and eighth graders
compete at the Beta Convention, Math Quiz Bowl, @edrgia South Math Competition.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

Several years ago, the school proudly acceptedhakenge to promote healthy living for all studeAs
part of this focus on a healthier lifestyle, sigeaht enhancements within the curriculum have lzsEpted
that brought attention to and complemented thedthaision.In “Developing the whole person to the
glory of God” Savannah Christian MS has incorpatatehysical education program using the CrosskFit f
Kids curriculum that challenges students physicatigntally and spiritually. CrossFit for Kids inporates
everyday movements that are constantly varied anfdqmed at a high intensity.

Savannah Christian MS is the first middle schodhicountry to implement CrossFit in the daily giogl
education curriculum to improve fitness levelsdstuts’ self esteem, and overall attitude towartegs. The
middle school gym contains the most innovative €Fitsequipment including a monkey bar rig, row
machines, free weights and barbells. This equipnsaimded to complete the Workout of the Day or
“WOD". Students can view the daily WOD by accessimg school's CrossFit website to prepare for the
next day’'s physical challenge. Each student isamesiple for creating “CrossFit Goals” comprised of
physical skill and faith goals, examples rangiraprfmightly scripture reading to helping those iedhe
around them. These faith goals inspire studeritsité about the results of daily behaviors and howwe
out a Christian life.

The physical education teachers at Savannah GlristS believe strongly in the school’s vision.Witis

in mind, goals have been adopted to complemergdheol’s vision which include increasing fithesedis
and physical wellbeing and to inspire studentsviothealthy and active lifestyles. Instilling Crégsn the
curriculum enhanced the school’'s community andesehpurpose. Students work together and congtatula
the top finishers while rallying around those wie struggling with a particular activity. Crosskiitvaried
and dynamic. Incorporating different skills prormetaore success for a larger number of studentsdzihys
education programs may have discouraged non-ashtetae past. Conversely, CrossFit promotes a bond
between peers as competition is replaced by engemant and team building activities. Savannah
Christian MS supports the motto of being a pafiRaider Family”. Developing a strong sense of
community through the CrossFit curriculum has gjteaened our school’'s commitment in reaching its
vision.

5. Instructional Methods:

Students attending Savannah Christian MS are astirbitised on a comprehensive entrance exam comsisten
to the high standards of the school. While somdesits excel in one area, others may experienceasad
difficulty.Flexibility is crucial when reaching sfents with different learning styles.Although regjutlasses

at Savannah Christian MS are college prep and gecwvirigorous curriculum, students excelling asadr

pace are challenged through accelerated classeh ate offered in math, science,English, and foreig
language. Students who have a documented leariffegedce have access to the Learning Support
Program.Curriculum is not altered but study skifigganization, test taking and note taking stra®gand
concepts taught by the student’s academic teacaeemforced. Accommodations are provided to all
students having a documented learning differendenaay include: extended time on testing, testmg i
isolation, assistance taking notes, written as aslbral directions, and preferential seating ieptlasses.

Tutoring is offered and encouraged at no additicharge by teachers for all students.Teachersveaiseeof
current teaching techniques and consistently stigilents the full benefits of the latest instruttmd
technology.Technology plays an integral role incldlssrooms.Students have access to a computer
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lab.Websites as well as the latest “apps” are recentded by teachers to enhance learning.Smart basgds
located in all classrooms and utilized daily. Texth&@D’s are available to students who benefit from
auditory reinforcement.Savannah Christian MS isai#dd to providing technology to enhance teacher
instruction and strengthen learning.

Teachers anticipate areas of difficulty for studeamd utilize creative tools to engage studentsekample,
when students are studying the functions of theynoaganelles of a cell, students construct a three
dimensional cell model catering to the visual atita learner. In addition, graphic organizers,qass cards
and concept maps are used in helping studentsacaeghoughts.A creative and innovative teachiytes
is necessary in today’s classrooms. Varying infisnads a natural instinct of effective teacherd an
imperative in all classroom settings. In adherimgbiest practice,” teachers are diligent in alt&inta
instruction in attempting to accommodate a vargdtiearning styles.Teachers conduct ongoing evialnat
to assess their effectiveness. Projects, smallpgactivities, class discussion, quizzes, testsraative
games and writing prove successful when evaludtistguctional methods.The teachers seek to recegniz
and understand a student’s individual learningesiythen implementing “best practice.”

6. Professional Development:

A concerted effort is made to integrate profesdideaelopment with student achievement and school
improvement thus encouraging the faculty to renig@fong learners. The school provides collegeiduit
reimbursement for faculty who are pursuing higleeels of education. This is a very attractive apfior
teachers whose certifications are required to neroairent and valid. Teachers are given opportusitie
attend a number of annual workshops including ¢épeitable Georgia Educational Technology Conference
held annually in Atlanta, Georgia. The school’'srtselor participates in the Georgia School Counselor
Association Conference attracting hundreds of sicbmanselors from around the state.Teachers wieadtt
conferences return with a wealth of knowledge aa ideas to share formally in redelivery sessioits w
the entire faculty during monthly meetings and infally during planning periods. The school’'s phgsic
education teachers recently completed certificatiaming in Cross Fit for Kids Teaching. With tmew
preparation, P.E. teachers continue to be spdsiatisheir field as Savannah Christian MS holdsgble
distinction of being the only school in the courtimphave fully adopted the Cross Fit for Kids coutum.
The faculty received professional learning unitfrparticipating in SMART board training. SMART
boards are utilized by teachers in every classrabtine middle school as a technological teachiobtto
benefit students across all grade levels and stsbjadditionally, peer observations and visits tioen
schools and within the school are conducted fretyibrlping to strengthen educators in making ttileen
best they can be in their profession. In keepirtp Wie mission, the school sponsors an annual teekw
summer seminar in Dayton, Tennessee. The Summfiéi@nte attracts hundreds of Christian educatats an
students across the nation in an effort to betjaipeindividuals to articulate their faith from diGstian
worldview. Faculty representatives return with nead enthusiasm having been given this opportunity t
attend. Professional development days are craftedhie calendar year affording training sessions f
faculty and staff.Aligning professional developmeiith a college preparatory curriculum is a dynamic
challenge for each educator having the privilegestwve at Savannah Christian MS.

7. School Leadership

The leadership of the school is overseen by a Haatdmworking collectively with a Board of Trustees
This board is charged with the responsibilitiepmividing direction and guidance with the futumgifities,
and finances of the school. An induction phasduding orientation training for new members, brings
awareness of mission appropriate duties and re#plitiess holding each trustee accountable to an
established vision within which the school contsite abide.

The Headmaster entrusts to each school divisiainaipal to provide assurances and guaranteeghbat
mission, curriculum, and standards are held tditblkest degree. The Middle School Principal is dbsed

as a “coach” guiding the team through daily chaémnwhich are presented in a dynamic and preadwiesc
environmental backdrop. Student achievement, sgirignrichment, parental input, athletic and firte a
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opportunities are all focal points that the Priatipelieves are vital components in keeping with th
school’s direction and mission.

The Assistant Principal and Guidance Counselormgcuucial roles within the administrative teame$ha
individuals bring focus to student concerns andipi@valuable insight in fostering a “Raider Farhily

the student body. Thus, support groups are in @achk as the Peer Helper Mentoring Program as esers
by the Guidance Counselor. The athletic departisdetl by an Athletic Director and an Assistant lAtic
Director who work closely with the middle schoolreipal in intramural and league affairs including
scheduling of games from the various sport offesiri@ur liberal arts program which includes the
performing arts is under the oversight of the Fnes Coordinator. Working under the auspices of
collective leadership, faculty and staff assumevacbles in their crucial roles within the classnas.
Valuable feedback and open lines of communicatiith administration are seen as vital components for
attaining the spiritual and academic goals asas#t by the school's Headmaster.

Parent conference days are built into the schdehdar to maintain open lines of communication. The
faculty begins each year with teacher initiated camication to the homes which assist in settingsitive
tone from the onset of the school year. Savannaist@im MS holds to the strong belief that encoeragnt
and praise are more productive than criticism aatking in isolation with students. Together, woxkin
closely with families and the local community, Sawah Christian MS makes a difference for “Young
Raiders”!
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PART VI - NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL INFORMATION

The purpose of this addendum s to obtain additional information from non-public schools as noted below.

1. Non-public school association(s): Independent

Identify the religious or independent associatidnany, to which the school belongs. Select the
primary association first.

2. Does the school have nonprofit, tax-exempt (503jrXtatus? Yes X No

3. What are the 2013-2014 tuition rates, by grade?r@onclude room, board, or fees.)

2013-2014 Tuition

Grade Amount

K $0

1 $0

2 $0

3 $0

4 $0

5 $0

6 $7698

7 $7698

8 $7698

9 $0

10 $0

11 $0

12 $0
4. What is the educational cost per student? ___$7698

(School budget divided by enroliment)

5. What is the average financial aid per student? _ 3151
6. What percentage of the annual budget is devoted to 1%

scholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction?

7. What percentage of the student body receives
scholarship assistance, including tuition redun@io 14%
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math Test: Stanford Achievement Test 10th
Edition Form A

Grade: 6 Edition/Publication Year: 2003

Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc. Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year 2012-2013 2011-2012 2010-201 2009-20]L@008-2009

Testing month Apr Mar Mar Mar Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 702 706 707 704 705

Number of students tested 81 100 80 123 113

Percent of total students tested00 100 95 100 96

Number of students
alternatively assessed

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: Stanford Achievement Test 10th

Edition Form A

Grade: 7

Edition/Publication Year: 2003

Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc.

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201p

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

720

720

722

723

726

Number of students tested

101

80

118

106

117

Percent of total students teste@7

99

99

99

99

Number of students
alternatively assessed

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: Stanford Achievement Test 10th

Edition Form A

Grade: 8

Edition/Publication Year: 2003

Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc.

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201p

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

718

725

724

723

715

Number of students tested

80

117

103

113

119

Percent of total students teste€6

99

97

99

98

Number of students
alternatively assessed

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: Stanford Achievement Test 10th

Edition Form A

Grade: 6

Edition/Publication Year: 2003

Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc.

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012 2010-201p

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Mar Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

694

690 692

693

695

Number of students tested

81

100 80

123

113

Percent of total students testedl00

100 95

100

96

Number of students
alternatively assessed

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: Stanford Achievement Test 10th

Edition Form A

Grade: 7

Edition/Publication Year: 2003

Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc.

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201p

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Mar Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

699

699 703

706

704

Number of students tested

101

80 118

106

117

Percent of total students teste€l8

99 99

99

99

Number of students
alternatively assessed

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: Stanford Achievement Test 10th

Edition Form A

Grade: 8

Edition/Publication Year: 2003

Publisher: Pearson Education, Inc.

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201p

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Mar Mar

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

707

709 707

712

706

Number of students tested

81

117 103

110

120

Percent of total students teste€l8

99 97

96

99

Number of students
alternatively assessed

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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